
DESIGNATED TEACHER TRAINING

ATTACHMENT 
AWARENESS TRAINING
The 8th Feb was the date of the long-awaited 
attachment awareness training with award winning 
author Louise Bomber. It was loaded with insightful and 
inspiring as designated teachers explored strategies to 
work with children who have experienced significant 
trauma. Louise spoke with such passion as she is not 
just a trainer but a therapist and so is involved at a very 
practical level in working with these young people. The 
training had 100 people in attendance ranging from 
Social Workers, To Designated Teachers, To SENCOs 
and a host of others. One participant said “This training 
was excellent and insightful”
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Welcome
from the Head Teacher

The Aspire Virtual School, LBBD, 
supports the education of all the 
children who are looked after by the 
London Borough of Barking and Dagenham. This 
is currently 370 Nursery to Year 13 students. Our 
students consistently out-perform their LAC peers 
nationally, and regularly are placed in the top 25% 
of the country. In the recent Inspection OFSTED 
said ‘Children in care achieve better at each key 
stage when compared to both statistical neighbours 
and nationally. Progress between Key Stage 2 and 
Key Stage 4 is strong.’ Attendance is above national 
benchmarks and exclusions are below.

We continue to support schools, both in and out of 
borough, to ensure that our students get the best 
education they can.

Janet Cassford 
HEADTEACHER 
ASPIRE VIRTUAL SCHOOL, LBBD

WHAT WE HAVE DONE

TRIP TO 
UNIVERSITY OF 
CAMBRIDGE
Half term 20th Feb was garnished with excitement 
as the Virtual School took students from year 9 
and above on a trip to the prestigious University of 
Cambridge. It was a day to remember as there were 
seminars, workshops, a tour of two colleges and very 
importantly lunch.
Students listened with rapt attention as we heard 
that Cambridge has 113 libraries with a library for 
each subject. They also have a jaw dropping record of 
over 700 clubs and societies to keep students playing 
hard and studying hard all at the same time. The 
workshops had current undergraduates of different 
subject areas facilitate the session answering subject 
specific questions. Our students and staff were so 
inspired by the time the trip was over.

AN INTERNATIONAL 

SUMMER 
CAMP
The Summer was exciting 
and full of fun as our 
students went on a trip 
to Austria. This summer 
camp had young people from 
7 different nationalities. It was 
packed with fun, physical activities 
and skill building activities. For our 8 young people 
that attended this was their first time travelling 
out of the United Kingdom so they considered this 
a really special treat. The Senior Social Worker 
who went along said “I will definitely recommend 
this trip again as it enabled the young people bond 
and develop skills like communication and team 
building. It also taught them an important lesson 
regarding diversity that will stay with them for a 
long time”. Our very own Samantha Ramsay  won 
an award for Kindness as she was exceptional in 
extending warmth and care to all in the camp



FOSTER
CARERS’
TRAINING

We kick started the term with an interactive Foster Carers 
Training on 5th Sept. The focus was on transitions with an 
am session on Transition from Primary to Secondary and 
a pm session on post 16 transition. Hear what the Foster 
Carers had to say about the training 

EPEP TRAINING 
FROM GOOD TO 
Outstanding
The mystery behind receiving an outstanding grade was 
demystified as DTs journeyed into the ePEP and what 
the requirements are to move from being just good to 
outstanding. 3 main areas were highlighted which is 
Attainment and Achievement, The PEP Meeting Section 
and Targets. Kathy one of the facilitators called them the 
sides of the golden triangle. Once there is a coherence 
between these three, with each section feeding into the 
other and targets specifically stating the interventions 
that would be funded by the pupil premium plus with 
evidence of the improvement the student is making then 
an outstanding grade is just round the corner.

Very nice 

I really enjoyed 

the session.

Will definitelyrecommend it.

All of it very 

interesting and 

informative.

DID YOU KNOW? 

OUR RESULTS ARE ABOVE 
NATIONAL AVERAGE: It was 
all singing and dancing as this year’s result came in. 
Kudos to all our schools and DTs for their hard work. 
Without your interventions and support it could not 
have been possible.

ONE OF OUR STUDENTS IS 
ON HER WAY TO OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY: Dorcas Shodenide has been 
accepted into the exquisite University of Oxford to 
study Law. Another student has gained admission into 
Imperial College to study Medicine, Another is off to 
University of Bath to study English and the list goes 
on. Our students are aiming for the stars and reaching 
it.

Our borough CSE Champion is Linda Hellier: 

linda.helliar@lbbd.gov.uk
Hannah Anderson leads on this for the Virtual School 

hannah.anderson@lbbd.gov.uk

TOP TIPS CORNER:
IMPROVING YOUR PEPS
EVERY PEP IS AUDITED AT THE END OF THE TERM 
AND GRADED. THE GRADES ARE OUTSTANDING, 
GOOD, REQUIRES IMPROVEMENT OR INADEQUATE. 
To improve your peps here is the secret regarding the PEP Meeting 
Section. 

• This is the section to highlight all the support that the school is  
 providing.

• Let your PEP meeting section tell us a story.

• It should be a narrative of the achievements of young person and  
 this could come from the foster carer telling us what new skill they had  
 mastered or a trip they had been on. 

• The school can write about a project that they were a part of.   
 Highlight areas that require improvement and state what intervention  
 have been agreed.

DATES FOR ASSESSMENT COLLECTIO
N

AUTUMN  18 Nov - 20 Dec 2019

SPRING  2 Mar - 3 Apr 2020

SUMMER/SATS  15 Jun - 
17 Jul 2020

SUMMER TERM 2020
10 June DT Network meeting 9.00am-12.00pm Venue TBC

3rd July PEP completion meeting

Our Day @ Shakespeare’s GlobeEVER BEEN TO THE GLOBE? We were there live on 9th March watching Romeo and Juliet a mix of romance and tragedy. This had our students smiling and shedding a tear.

Progression Event: The Virtual School in 

collaboration with the Learn2Live Team organised a 

Progression Event with a range of employers, employment 

support advisers, universities and training providers present. 

It was attended by more than 40 young people. 

A Day
in Prison 
12th Oct 2019

SAVE THE DATES AUTUMN TERM
UEL Taster 23rd Oct 2019

PEP Completion date6th Dec 2019

SPRING TERM 2020

4th March DT Netw
ork meeting 

9.00am-12.00pm Venue TBC

20th March PEP com
pletion date


